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TELCON 

The President 

Ball 

10/24/62, 10:45 p.m. 


Waal 


Pres. = I have had this letter read to me, Should we answer thr 
that? ᾿ 


Ball ~ There is nopoint imxanxzweriag to answer it until we see 
what happens tomorrow morning. Bob McNamara Says thing which 
they are likely to get tomorrow is a tanker and we will halt 


it and ask it where it is going. 


Pres. - If it does not respond? 


Ball - Then we stop it. There really is not a 
we answer here, 


Pres, - secccees ἘΣΗΣΒΕΧΥΕ sympathetic, 
Ball - I don't think we should hesitate at all, 


cee ee eee saens, 


Pres. - Appeal to reasoning, but I wouldn't know whether we 
might give that back to him, I wouldn't want to hesitate. 

it seems to me that this record will be published, oc ecceace 
my two letters to him and his two to me. This is a sympathetic 
appeal. Imagine what you would do if you were in my position. 
Who have we got around here who can xt write a letter? 


Ball - Harlan Cleveland is here and myself. We can do that, 


Pres. - It wouldn't have to be too long. "As I stated in ay 
speech, reassurances that these weapons are not being sent, 


of regret to me." This thing is supposed to come through at 
2 am......eee- 
r 


.Ball - The way the κέχεζε Situation stands is that the ship wht 
we would stop is a tanker. We are not authorized to board or 
take any action .if the boat refuses to stop. 


h 
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Pres. - Let's assume that this tanker is not going’ to stop for 
us. We ought to have a first case a tanker or another ship, a 
cargo ship. 


Ball - He sent all the cargo ships back and left in this 
situation, Unless we make an w issue of the first ship, they 
will fhink in Moscow that we have chickened out, Let me talk 
further with McNamara about that kaa tonight, Ἢ 
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